The articles in this volume reflect upon a very specific moment in the social architecture of British society: a moment which brings financial meltdown together with some sizeable shifts in the racial and ethnic landscape of the UK. As a 'neoliberal revolution' (Hall 2011) heralds the end of public services and the end of the welfare state, it proclaims 'the end of race' as well. But cultural retrenchment and coded xenophobia have also been sweeping the political terrain, accompanied by 'new racisms' and 'new racial subjects' which only close contextual analysis can unpick. Against those who suggest we live in a post-racial time, the research presented offers friction. By focusing on particular locations in Britain at a particular moment, the articles explore local stories of 'race' and racism across changing socio-political ground.
constituencies, the neoliberal engine and its savage cuts have wrought havoc on advances in racial and ethnic equality. The end of 'race' now sits alongside a series of ruthless legislative programs through which that end, if ever in sight, is increasingly unravelled.
It is in the midst of this extraordinary political crisis that this special edition sits. It comes at the end of a decade in which the racial and ethnic landscape of Britain has greatly shifted and, we would argue, shifts the ground further still. The articles in this volume reflect, therefore, upon a very 3 specific moment in the social architecture of British society. A moment of 'new racisms' that only close contextual analysis can pull apart. Since the turn of the century forms of racism and impacts of racism are in many ways quite different but, as the political field has moved, the challenge for antiracism has only moved with it.
This challenge is of course a global one. Internationally, we have seen patterns of new migration grow in scale and complexity. And with an increasingly rich and varied mix of categories of migrants (in size, location, socio-economic differentiation and legal stratification) we have seen new forms of racism directed towards them. We have seen the resurgence of ethnic nationalisms and new border conflicts, alongside the continued foregrounding of religious identities, terrorist 'cyber' networks, and Far Right techno wars. Through the decade long 'War on Terror', new antagonisms have emerged and the discursive work of securitisation has lost none of its force. In addition, the financial crisis has chipped away at the American Dream, while the BRIC countries have made inroads upon American imperial hegemony. Consequently, western triumphalism has taken a defensive stand, and 'culture' or the concept of 'modernity' has become ever more the dividing line (Mamdani 2005) . Within Europe much of this rhetoric has been the same. There has been a growing harmonization of political approaches with a partial shift away from the idea(l)s of multiculturalism towards a reembracing of older notions of assimilation and cultural sameness. In France, Austria and elsewhere the entire political mainstream has been pulled to the right. Articulated as it is within a framework for the promotion of a national 4 identity around a set of core national values, this emboldens the ideological terrain of 'West/East', 'good/evil', 'us/them' (Lewis and Neal 2005) . As old patterns of movement and settlement have been reconfigured in Europe, and new challenges are posed to ideas of nationhood, identity and belonging, reductive racisms have been reconfigured too.
In the UK we have witnessed similar hostility towards new 'strangers' -asylum seekers and economic migrants -marked by the increasing securitisation of our borders. Following urban unrest in northern UK towns in 2001, the attacks of 9/11, and the 2005 London bombings, the country has shifted along with the rest of Europe away from celebrations of diversity towards an insistence on citizenship, community cohesion and Britishness.
Older discourses of assimilation have been exhumed through an emphasis on an imperilled national identity. In this move, the British Coalition government has followed where New Labour left off, and 'state multiculturalism' has been blamed for promoting segregation and eroding national identity. The increased visibility of the Extreme Right has accompanied such shifts, together with a growing ideology of white English victimization -and accusations that the white working class has been abandoned by the political elite. This ideology is embodied in the (brief) electoral successes of UKIP and the BNP and the street activism of the English Defence League. While this has catalysed and legitimated the diminishing protection for foreign nationals living in the UK it has also targeted long-settled black and minority ethnic communities. Britain's South Asian Muslim communities have been a specific focus of these discourses 5 and policies, with the rise of Islamaphobia at both the centre and extremes of political rhetoric and popular representation (Alexander and James 2011) .
'Muslim communities' have become 'suspect communities' with a limited repertoire of ('good'/ 'bad', 'moderate'/ 'extremist') subject positions and minimal scope for active dissent (Gilroy 2004; McGhee 2008) Against those who suggest we have reached a settled position on issues of racial inequality in Britain, the research presented offers friction. By focusing on a particular location and time, the articles in this issue aim to explore the intersection between the socio-political landscape and collective experiences of 'race' and ethnicity, producing a local story, with insight into the shifting global ground.
New racisms, new racial subjects: Themes and issues
The aim of the first REPS workshop in 2008, and of this current volume, was not to define a single unified theme in the landscape of racial and ethnic studies, or to present a theoretical vision for future work. Rather, the aim was to address understandings of 'race' and the impacts of racism in 'real-life situations' (Bulmer and Solomos, 2004) and, in doing so, to dig a little deeper below the surface. Individually, each article is an empirical engagement with one aspect of the racial and ethnic landscape of the UK, as policy or theory translates into practice and experience. Collectively, they represent a challenge to much of the narrative that policy and theory have produced.
Policies of otherness, multiculture and difference Post-racial subjects and post-racial thought
The final section in the volume picks up themes that run through all of the preceding papers, considering the effectiveness of 'race' in the current 'conjuncture'. In particular, the articles examine the denial of 'race' in the service of both reactionary and progressive political intervention. Christy Kulz discusses attempts to disregard 'race' through colour-blind (and class bound) attempts to encourage social mobility in one London academy. In doing so, she addresses the naive and blinkered logic of 'ignore and overcome', and the cultural implications underlying this approach which remain concealed.
Set in 'happy multicultural Hackney' the paper returns to some of the issues explored in the second paper by Jones, in which diversity is not only a capitalist asset but a governed and managed activity. Kulz highlights how the capitalist ethos of Mossbourne Academy, with grand claims to social mobility and greater racial and ethnic equality, does not eradicate inequality. Rather, the intensification of competition simultaneously works to re-entrench and 16 reorganise hierarchies of value between students. The school's attempts to construct the 'ideal student' by grafting the 'right' capital onto bodies bring raced and classed positions to the fore. The imposition of whiteness this requires reflects back to the cultivation of the 'ideal (white) subject' through creative memory practices in Malcolm James' East London story. Through the distribution of 'cultural capital' it also speaks to the 'gift of civilisation' explored by Rashid, and returns to the body as the site of faux-freedom, as discussed by Kim. In this way, the article draws attention to the social distinctions of value implicated in hierarchies of power which are negotiated by young people in the playground, the youth club, or the night club.
From regressive and troubling claims to 'racial transcendence', the concluding paper by Joshua Paul considers the ability of post-racial thought to contribute to a more progressive political agenda that cannot ignore 'race'.
In analysing the problems and possibilities of translating the abstract, theoretical insights of postracialism into practical antiracist activism, Paul reflects back to the conservative strands of postracial policy and popular thinking with which this introduction began. These, he suggests, can be juxtaposed against assertions of a postracialism that is in ambition (St Louis forthcoming); less an insidious denial of continued racism than a utopian project of abolition (Gilroy, 2000) . As this latter postracialism argues, and as we saw in the papers by Kim and James, discourses of 'community' may indeed encourage coercive techniques of regulation and discipline (of bodies or memories) that insist on conformity to 'authentic' or 'traditional' group behaviour; naturalising thinking in terms of bounded groups. In such circumstances, there is surely potential in thinking and talking about racialised inequalities without discussing them opaquely through the obfuscating lens of 'race'. Drawing on complex sites of postracial critique, together with interviews with race equality organisations in London, the article considers the problems and potential of applying the theoretical insights of this postracialism to a progressive antiracist praxis. In doing so, it examines whether the elimination of 'race' can represent a move against 'racial transcendence' and towards 'racisms overcoming'.
The tension between post-racial thought and equality is bought into focus in a specific moment in the UK in which the Coalition Government have shown a complete lack of leadership on race equality issues (ENAR, 2010-11) . Through rich empirical analysis, all of the articles in the volume consider to some degree a neoliberal fantasy which sanitises the formative and continued role of racism in shaping unequal access to social and material goods. They all uncover attempts to airbrush 'race' from existence while reinscribing its borders and legislating its pathologising effects. And they all
show that the racial and ethnic landscape of the UK is not only no more settled now than it was ten years ago, but that the ways in which it is not settled are in many ways more coded, more nuanced and more oblique. In thinking about racism rather than 'race' the contributors to this volume are themselves working simultaneously both with and against 'race', and are therefore a part of the 'post-racial' moment they seek to describe. This isn't just a discursive problem but a material one and, as they unpick the empty rhetoric of a post-racial present, the articles provide a snapshot which 18 reminds us that racial and ethnic discrimination may be presented in the guise of equality but it remains an unrelenting feature of our twenty-first century times.
